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Summary: the African World-view

For an African like myself, who has been brought up in an “oral and literal”  traditional world, the question of exploring African cosmology is of great relevance.  For many years, I have been pondering on this fundamental question: what is the base of the African cosmology?  In other words, how is it constituted?  Exploring deeper into this mystical African traditional world, we discover that it is a world of relationships.  Any meaningful approach has to bear in mind three fundamental relationships. One of them is the relationship with God who is the creator and giver of life and the ancestors who are symbolically closer to the creator and are the guardian of our families, clans and communities.  The second type of relationship is realised between human beings themselves, in  the family, clan and community. Finally, there is a special ontological relationship that exists between the Africans and nature.  Many of the African sculptures, drums, masks, and other ethnic crafts are made without excessively destroying nature.  In fact, even in ancient times, hunting, building houses, burning fires and getting food- all of these activities were made for Africans to enjoy life and celebrate life.  Africans themselves helped the rest of nature to remain in balance and to flourish.  I have always known African  traditional world as that of unity.  This unity is transmitted from generation to generation through the retelling of myths and enacting them in  ritual celebrations.  In this paper, there is a special attention on the creation myths, the content and their purpose.  

As an African, a Bantu, and a priest, whenever I come across these beautifully told creation myths, my greatest concern always centres and revolves in the questions that have tormented  the Africans for many generations: what role does God plays in African creation myths?  What is the significance of the many attributes given him in our creation myths?  What role do human beings play?  

In this complex African cosmology, the role of the ancestors cannot be emphasized enough.  They are as we have seen, our founding fathers and have enormous influence in our daily life.  Offerings and libations are therefore commonly offered to them in order to continue the equilibrium and unity of the whole group. A burning question that arises is: how can I be an authentic Christian and at the same time be in communion with the ancestors ?

Coming in touch with this African traditional world, we experience a world not only rich in symbols through myths and rituals but also that of unity, solidarity and participation.   I have always observed this living among the members of my ethnic group (Kikuyu) and having contacts with other areas of the continent. Underlying the African  traditional world is also the question of sexuality and sexual relations.  Why is marriage in African traditional family so important? Does it have something to do with the transmission of life, in all dimensions?  What are the roles of husbands and wives?  Is the vision of traditional African marriage similar to that of Christian one?  All these are richly explored in our first chapter.

For centuries, Africa was regarded as a dark continent.  Little did people know that it was a cradle for humankind.  The Portuguese explorers who first set foot on the African soil, especially on the coast line changed completely the course of African history. As early as in 1415, the Portuguese had taken the fortress-town of Ceuta from the Moroccans, and shortly afterwards embarked on some sixty years of exploration of the Atlantic and Indian Ocean coast of Africa.  This led to the establishment of the first of the series of European footholds on these coasts.  By the end of the nineteenth century, the Europeans were to advance to conquer and control the whole continent.  The encounter between the Europeans  and the continent was not a fruitful meeting between equals, but rather a total domination on the part of the Europeans.  The African cosmological vision was violently assaulted.  This will have disastrous consequence especially in African culture, political and traditional religious systems.  While the Europeans vied themselves for political and economic control of the continent, the churches threw their weight behind a massive effort of spiritual conquest, sometimes in collaboration and sometimes in tension with the political powers. Thus, colonialization, modernity and the church created strong impacts on our traditional way of life.  What followed was centuries of exploration.   Colonialism was nothing but a brutal assault, political and religious, to the ways of life, to the customs, to the structures, and to the identity of the African.  Worst of all, it opened for the process of  modernity which later on opened for serious transformations, especially in communication, production techniques and traditional cultures.  It created new tools and changes that affected the Africans’ vision of life and of the universe.  However, the African continued  resisting to this foreign power by cultivating those vital elements found in the culture.  It was an arduous task indeed. All these elements are analysed in our second chapter.

It is within this realm of relationships  that the African church has taken its strong roots.  Although after a long and laborious task that flourished due to many traditional cultural values, today, she is faced with many challenges.  Marriage, is the foundation of the African family and therefore fundamental in the transmission of life but is at present met with many challenges.  The family which is the cornerstone of building,  the African church and the state, posses a lot of challenges to the Christian life today. The Oral tradition, especially the traditional theatre is proving to be very efficient means of communication but needs a lot of improvement.  The nature on the other hand is proving to be cruel on the African soil.  There are a lot of floods and draught.  It seems that the Africans attitude to nature has changed.  The ecological disaster, years of overgrazing, deforestation and ecological mismanagement has proved that nature is no longer that “Mother Nature” that used to be loved and cherished.  What should be the role of the church in this field?  In fact, if the church has any future in African soil, it has to face up these challenges, and do an experience of truthful inculturation.  On the Other hand, if Africans have to boast  of being an integral part of the global church, then, they have to open up and take seriously these opportunities for evangelization.  In this last chapter, there is  an attempt to recapitulate the first two chapters, but also to open up areas in need of evangelization.  

The fact that Africa is a vast continent, with myriad of ethnic groups and languages might make it difficult to treat African creations myths and rituals in uniform.  Nonetheless, the core of African religiosity, however different it may be expressed, remains universal.  Thus, in this dissertation, the question of generalisation does not arise. 
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